Innovations in efforts to expand treatment for opioid use disorder.
Fewer than 20% of Americans with opioid use disorder receive empirically-supported treatment. There is a critical need for innovative approaches to support expansion of evidence-based opioid treatment, particularly in rural geographic areas so impacted by the current opioid public health crisis. Doing so will require more diverse pathways into treatment, novel pharmacological tools, improved integration and efficiency among treatment modalities, and harm reduction when treatment is not available. In this invited commentary, we review exciting recent efforts to accomplish these aims as well as offer additional considerations for future clinical and research efforts to increase the availability of treatment for opioid use disorder.